Dinnington St John's Town Coundil

Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of the Town Council
Thursday 26" June 2025 at 7.00pm in The Lyric, Dinnington

Present: Clir D Booth, Clir J Hall, Clir W Hall, Clir J Hart, Clir Z Lowe, Clir T Mulholland, Clir D Scriven,

Clir D Smith, Clir F Walden.
Apologies: Clir N Ruff, Clir L Clarke, Clir G Cruickshanks, Clir S Scott, Clir K Smallwood

Absent: Clir D Adams
In attendance: T Collingham (Clerk), L Warne (Assistant Clerk) C Radford (Town Council Administrator) and

9 members of public.

99/25 To answer questions from the last meeting:

None

To allow for questions from electors of Dinnington to ask one question only in respect of business
itemised on the agenda or on a pertinent issue that may arise;

None

FORMAL MEETING

100/25 To receive and consider any reasons for absence

Resolved: That the Council received and accepted apologies from Clir N Ruff, Clir L Clarke, Clir G
Cruickshanks, Clir S Scott, Clir K Smaliwood

101/25 To receive and record any declarations of interest and if necessary, to receive written
requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests and grant any requests
for dispensation as appropriate
No declarations of interest were raised.

.J2/25 To identify any agenda items which may be considered following the exclusion of the press and
public, due to the confidential nature to be discussed. Under Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings)

Act 1960, S1 (2))
None

103/25 Chair’s Report

Council received and noted a report from The Chair updating that meetings have continued with RMBC’s
Planning Dept, Cube and the RNN Group. A further and more in depth briefing will be presented after the
Summer break.

It is the Chairs intention that going forward individual Chairs of each Committee will update at the Full
Council meetings monthly.

Positive feedback has been received regarding the recent Summer Carnival and it's success has enhanced
the Councils relationship with Dinnington Rugby Club.

104/25 Monthly A¢cpunts edule and relevant finance information:
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(A)

(B)

()

(D)

(E)

(F)

(G)

To approve accounts for payment and note contractual payments made under the clerk

delegation (attached)
Resolved: The Council approved the accounts for payment but with queries on:
#2 — Memorial Bench, payment to TDP — The Clerk confirmed that this was purchased by a member

of the public but ordered through the Council.
Payments to Dinnington Rugby Club. The Clerk confirmed that a breakdown of finances for the

Summer Carnivai will be brought to full council once he has met with the Rugby Club and processed
all receipts.

To note expenditure outside of the meeting between the Clerk and the Chair in line with

Financial Regulation 4.1
Councillors noted the purchase of a new PC within the limit - £429.00 from Currys &

Chairmans Allowance donated £500 to Dinnington Primary School
To receive and note the Financial Report for 2024/25

The Council was been presented with a Financial Report for 2024-25. The report style has followed
on from previous years for continuity for members which incorporating the Scribe reports that explain

each of the pages;

The first page is a summary of the information contained within the report. It is noting that the
accounts are prepared on an Income and Expenditure basis in accordance with the Accounts and
Audit Regulations 2015 and the proper practices as outlined by the Joint Panel on Accountability and
Governance Practitioner Guide (JPAG) for councils with an income greater than £200,000.

The Council have appointed Account-Ant to complete the Internal Audit for the Council and our
External Auditors are appointed for us which is PKF Littlejohn.

It is worth noting that throughout the year the employment costs have increased beyond what was
initially budgeted and there has been a tighter control across staffing spend to ensure that we
managed any overspend on the budget. Utility costs are still a concern across the Council and the
Council have opportunities to reduce some of these as contracts come to the end in the next

financial year.

The figures on the summary take into account any adjustment figures between this financial year
and the last year that is being reported within the Financial Report. This is general costs such as any
utility costs that related to the last financial year; tax liabilities, and any outstanding amounts through

the Lyric, Cemetery and Allotments.
The Council noted the Financial Report for 2024/25

A Councillor raised a concern that 40% of the Councils income is now spent on staff salaries so the
cost of also engaging an outsourced HR & Payroll company would make the budget even higher for
next year. The Clerk encouraged Council to bring this concern to the next Staffing and Complaints

Committee meeting for discussion.

To agree the dates to be set to advertise the period during which electors and interested
persons may exercise rights relating to the Annual Accounts. (Suggested dates - Tuesday 15

July 2025 to Monday 11" August 2025)
Resolved: The Council approved the dates of Tuesday 1%t July 2025 to Monday 11t August 2025 to
advertise as the period during which electors and interested persons may exercise rights relating to

the Annual Accounts.

To receive the Internal Audit Report for 2024/25 and agree further action if necessary
Resolved: The Council resolved to accept the Internal Audit Report for 2024/25 but with the
following amendments: The Clerk is not CILCA qualified and that the Town Council Administrator

does not process payroll.

A Councillor recommended that the bill for next years flowers be kept under £3000.00 in order to
avoid the need to tender and contract.

To receive the Annual Internal Audit Report for 2024/25 and agree further action if necessary
The Council noted the Annual Internal Audit Report for 2024/25

To consider for approval the Annual Governance Statement for 2024/25 of the Annual Return,

Section 1
Resolved: The Council approved the Annual Governance Statement for 2024/25 of the Annual

Return, Section 1 and this was signed by the Chair of the meeting

! /
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105/25

106/25

107/25

Chairman Signature:

(H) To consider for approval the Accounting Statement for 2024/25 of the Annual Return, Section

2
Resolved: The Council approved the Accounting Statement for 2024/25 of the Annual Return,

Section 2 and this was signed by the Chair of the meeting

()] To receive correspondence from Nationwide regarding additional information required and to

consider any further action
Resolved: The Council approved the closing of the Nationwide account and transfer to a CCLA

Investment Account with the prospect of a better return.

To receive and approve the minutes of the meetings of the Council held on:
(A) 12" May 2025 (Annual meeting of the Town Council)
No matters were raised on the minutes.
Resolved: That the minutes of the Council meeting be approved as true record and to be signed by the
Chair of the meeting and kept on file.
To consider relevant planning applications as published on RMBC’s weekly lists
along with any associated submissions received and any reports on previous
planning applications/issues;
Planning Details Consultation
End Date
Reference
RB2025/0528 Two storey extension, external alterations to building, 27/05/2025
formation of playground, & installation of canopies and gate
Newman School Block C&D Doe
Quarry Lane Dinnington
http.//rotherham.planportal.co.uk/?id=RB2025/0528
RB2025/0720 Variation of condition 02 (approved plans) imposed by 27/05/2025
RB2025/0146
Mana House 48 Lordens Hill, Dinnington
http://rotherham.planportal.co.uk/?id=RB2025/0720
RB2025/0727 Demolition and re-construction of boundary wall 27/05/2025
Land at 9 Laughton Road, Dinnington
http://rotherham.planportal.co.uk/?id=RB2025/0727
L
A member of the public was allowed to address the Council as the developer connected to the application
for 9 Laughton Road. He reassured Councillors that the boundary will be rebuilt in a way that keeps the
visual aspect the same as what currently exists.
The Council noted the planning applications but didn’t resolve to take any action on the list presented.
Ward Member Update

Clir J Hall provided an update on behalf of all three Borough Councillors in our area who are working
closely toge%to cover the work load, casework, committees, meetings and events.

Y/ 30f6



It has been another busy month where they are working hard especially on Dinnington Regeneration. Clir J
Hall is to attend next weeks public enquiry and will be keeping the pressure on fo ensure that plans stay on

track.

Residents in Throapham are being supported over issues with the sewers and this has been escalated to
relevant departments within RMBC.

Proud to have helped bring the community together at the successful Summer Carnival.

Has recently attended CAP meetings and met with South Yorkshire Police in regards to community safety

108/25 For Members consideration and decisions:

(A) To receive applications for Charity of the year 2025/26 and to consider the applications

received
Councillors debated each of the applications received along with the attached summaries. They

discussed the benefits for each application.
Resolved: Councillors resolved to make 1325 Dinnington Squadron Air Training Corps the charity of

the year for 2025/26

(B) To receive an update in relation to the ongoing SYMCA Bus Transport (Clir Hart)
ClIr Hart updated the Council that she is still in direct contact with SYMCA and advocating for
DSJTC's inclusion on all relevant committees. A meeting has been arranged to meet with the Project
Manager and the Asst. Director of Bus Franchising and she will update on this further at the July

Town Council meeting.

(C) To discuss the postponing of the meeting on Monday 9* June and consider any further

action (Clir Smith)
Clir Smith referred the Clerk and fellow Councillors to the Standing Orders and that the Clerk and

Vice Chair did not have the authority to postpone that meeting and should not have done so. The
Clerk and Vice Chair offered their apologies and reassurances that lessons have been learned and

will not happen again.

(D)  To receive a recommendation from the Lyric Committee to approve a quote for new stage
equipment
Resolved: Following assurances that training for all relevant staff is included in the quotation the
Council resolved to go ahead with the recommended quote from the Lyric Committee.

(E) To receive correspondence for additional signage for Constable Lane car park and consider

any further action
The Town Council received correspondence from Rotherham Council with a request for increased

signage to direct people to park at Constable Lane. Rotherham Council are asking for the permission

of the Town Council as we own the carpark.
Resolved: Councillors requested that the Clerk contact RMBC to go ahead with the proposed

signage.

(F) Toreceive correspondence for the proposed carriageway resurfacing for Ryton Road, North

Anston and consider any further action
Councillors noted the details of the proposed carriageway resurfacing. No further action.

(G) To receive and approve the Standing Orders for 2025/26
Resolved: Councillors resolved to accept the Standing Orders for 2025/26.

(H) To receive correspondence from the Licensing Department at Rotherham Council regarding
an application from McDonalds Restaurants, Land North of Campbell Way, Dinnington and

consider any further action
Councillors noted the details of the application. Whilst there are concerns about possible increase in

litter it will be a welcome jobs boost for the area. No further action.

(I} To receive an update regarding the Whitestone Solar Farm progress (Clir D Smith)
Clir D Smith confirmed to the Council that the current plans do not affect Dinnington. A debate was
had about the effects of solar farms on local areas and the environment. No action to be taken, just

noted however, if uring Councils would like DSJTC support we would be happy to offer this

in whatefef way wé oén‘help.
Chairman Signature: L&J’, 40f6



109/25 Grant Applications:

(A) Royal British Legion
(B) Royal Air Force Cadets
(C) Community Education Adults Disabilities (CEAD)

Councillors debated each of the grant applications received along with the attached summaries.
They discussed the benefits for each application and resolved to award as follows:

Royal British Legion

Resolved: £1020.00 awarded for their upcoming fundraising event
Royal Air Force Cadets

Resolved: £807.09 for the purchase of additional training equipment
Community Education Adults Disabilities (CEAD)

Resolved: £500.00 awarded for a planned trip

110/25 General Matters

(A) RMBC Dinnington Regeneration update
RMBC are in the process of obtaining compulsory purchase orders. There is public meeting next

week to be attended by The Clerk and Clir D Smith.

(B) Neighbourhood Plan Committee update
The committee is currently meeting every 2 weeks. Looking to move forward and purchase additional
land for regeneration to improve lives of our community. The Clerk is meeting with Cube to see what
work has already been done and what tweaks are still needed. With regards to the East Street
development, contracts are back and forth with Solicitors but should soon be at the pre planning

application stage.

(C) Emergency Response Committee update
The committee met 3 weeks ago and appointed Clir D Smith as the Chair. With no robust official

plan currently in place they will be meeting again soon to get this in place in case the Lyric is used
as a refuge centre for any emergency arising.

(D) Staffing and Complaints Committee update
The next meeting is scheduled for 03/07/2025 where the following will be discussed: HR & payroll

outsourcing, staff appraisals and discussing any further concerns if needed.

(E) Lyric Committee update
The committee is meeting regularly and is keen to finalise the improvements to the sound and

lighting. Looking to make improvements to the signage of the Lyric and also opening up a
consultation with local residents and users of the Lyric for ideas on it's future use.

(F) Community Committee update
Feedback has been positive on the Summer Carnival. At the next meeting they will be discussing

future events and what they can do more of to become even more successful.

(G) Working Group updates
Twin Town - A letter has been sent to Lens, France but no reply received as yet.
Newsletter & Website — Have met recently to discuss ideas for the content of the newsletter. A
draft version will be given to the working group for any amendments before then being brought to full

council for approval before being published.
111/25 To note the date and time of the next Town Council meeting

Monday 14 July 2025 at 7.00pm

Meeting closed at 21:13 hours

‘ )
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