Dinnington St John's Town Counil

Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting on Monday 12" May 2025
at 6.30pm in The Lyric, Dinnington

Present: Clir N Ruff (Chair), Clir D Adams, Clir D Booth, Cilr G Cruickshanks, Clir J Hall, Clir W Hall,
Clir J Hart, Ciir Z Lowe, Clir T Mulholland, Clir S Scott, Clir D Scriven, Clir K Smallwood, Clir D Smith,

Clir F Walden.
Apologies: ClIr L Clarke

Absent: None
In attendance: T Collingham (Clerk), L Warne (Assistant Clerk) C Radford (Town Council Administrator) and

20 members of public.

75125 To elect a Chair to the Town Council for 2025/26

Clir N Ruff invited nominations for the Chair for the ensuing year. Two nominations were received that were
proposed and seconded for Clir N Ruff and Clir D Smith.

Resolved: That Clir N Ruff be re-elected as Chair of Dinnington St John's Town Council.
76/25 For the elected Chairman to sign the Declaration of Office for Chair of the Town Council
Clir N Ruff signed the Declaration of Office for Chair of the Town Council.

77125 To elect a Vice-Chair to the Town Council for 2025/26

Clir N Ruff invited nominations for the Vice Chair for the ensuing year. Two nominations were received that
were proposed and seconded for Clir W Hall and Clir D Smith.

Resolved: That Clir W Hall be re-elected as Vice Chair of Dinnington St John's Town Council.
78/25 To answer questions from the last meeting:

None

To allow for questions from electors of Dinnington to ask one question only in respect of business
itemised on the agenda or on a pertinent issue that may arise;

It was asked why the fairground was allowed to take over the main council car park, affecting customers
wanting to park when visiting the shops?

As Council have debated and discussed this matter at length during a previous meeting and agreed to go
ahead with the fair, the public were invited to attend the meeting next time that this matter is on the agenda.

FORMAL MEETING
79/25 To receive and consider any reasons for absence
Resolved: That the Council received and accepted apologies from Clir L Clarke
80/25 To receive and record any declarations of interest and if necessary, to receive written
requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests and grant any requests
for dispensation as appropriate

No declarations of interest were raised.
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81/25 To identify any agenda items which may be considered following the exclusion of the press and
public, due to the confidential nature to be discussed. Under Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings)

Act 1960, S1 (2))
None

82/25 Chair’s Report

Council received and noted a report from The Chair with updates on plans for the upcoming Summer
Carnival in partnership with Dinnington Rugby Club, looks set to be a great event.

The Neighbourhood Plan Committee is making significant progress and still looking at possibilities with the
College site and engaging with other businesses such as the GP practice. The East Street project is still on

going.

Engagement with South Yorkshire Police has started in regards to what happens after the regeneration
programme has completed e.g: CCTV systems etc. Feedback and further information will be shared with full
council.

The Lyric Committee has now started to have regular meetings and they will provide a full briefing to full
Council within the June or July meetings.

83/25 Monthly Accounts Schedule and relevant finance information:

(A) To approve accounts for payment and note contractual payments made under the clerk

delegation (attached)
Resolved: The Council approved the accounts for payment but with queries on:
#0980, #950 & #951 — Staff uniform, payments to Tracie B — The Clerk confirmed that this was the

cost of embroidery to staff uniforms.
Broadband and telephone costs were queried. The Clerk confirmed that inflated costs show this

month as a bi quarterly bill was received. Contracts will also be reviewed in order to keep costs at a
minimum as they come up for review.

(B) To note expenditure outside of the meeting between the Clerk and the Chair in line with

Financial Regulation 4.1
None

(C) To receive and note the bank reconciliation up to 315t March 2025
Council received and noted the bank reconciliation.

Resolved: Cilr W Hall and Clir J Hart will verify the bank reconciliation.

(D) To review Council expenditure incurred under s.137 of the Local Government Act 1972
The Council noted that there are no payments incurred under s.137 as the Council holds General

Power of Competency.

(E) To review the Council Asset Register up to 315 March 2025
Council received and noted the Council Asset Register up to 315t March 2025. No queries were

raised.

84/25 To receive and approve the minutes of the meetings of the Council held on:

(A) 10* March 2025 (Full Council)
No matters were raised on the minutes

Resolved: That the minutes of the Council meeting be approved as true record and to be signed by the
Chairman and kept on file.

85/25 To receive and note the minutes of the Committees and sub-committees of the Council since the
last meeting was held:

(A) Friday 215t March — Neighbourhood Plan Committee
Council received and noted the minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Committee.
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(B) Monday 24™ March - Lyric Committee
Council was informed that this meeting was cancelled.

(C) Monday 24* March — Community Committee
Council was informed that this meeting was cancelied.

(D) Friday 11* April — Neighbourhood Plan Committee
Council received and noted the minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Committee.

(E) Friday 11* April — Staffing and Complaints Committee
Council received and noted the minutes of the Staffing and Complaints Committee. An amendment is

to be made regarding the attendees of the meeting.

(F) Monday 28" April — Lyric Committee
Council received and noted the minutes of the Lyric Committee.

(G) Monday 28* April - Community Committee
Council received and noted the minutes of the Community Committee. An amendment is to be made
regarding the Christmas Festival. A Councillor raised an outstanding question not covered in the
minutes regarding Counciilor declarations of interest. The Clerk informed Council that it is up to
individual Counciliors and members of staff to declare their own interests, if they do not do this then
this can be reported as a police matter but the Clerk is on hand to advise.

86/25 To consider relevant planning applications as published on RMBC’s weekly lists
along with any associated submissions received and any reports on previous

planning applications/issues;

Planning Details Consultation
End Date

Reference

RB2025/0610 Change of use from dwelling house 16/05/2025

(use class C3) to childrens home
(use class C2)
92 Swinston Hill Road Dinnington

http://rotherham.planportal.co.uk/?id=RB2025/0610

Members of the public were invited to take part in a discussion and voice their concerns around this
planning application. Local residents are concerned about the change of use from a residential dwelling,
loss of residential character, increased traffic on an already busy road, public safety and increased noise. It
was also felt that there has been insufficient time for residents to consider the application and without the
full facts. Further concerns were discussed that that would be a privately owned care home for vulnerable

children not under the regulations of RMBC.

Resolved: Council resolved to request an extension to the consultation end date. Contact the Planning
Department to report that the Planning Portal does not appears to be working. A request is to be made to
change the decision from delegated to the planning board. A letter from the Council is to be sent to the
Planning department at RMBC outlining all of the planning objections raised by councillors and local

residents.
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86/25

87125

88/25

To receive and consider the Scoping Options for the Whitestone Solar development Application
and consider any further action

The Clerk referred Councillors to an email dated 25% April and opened up a debate about the Whitestone
Solar development and if Councillors wish to contribute anything to be included within the Scoping
Document. Councillors discussed that the plans are to use green belt land and would like to know what
other affected Councils views are, feels like there should be a collective approach.

Resolved: Council resolved for Clir D Smith to do some further research into the project and to liaise with
other councils and then report back at the next full council meeting with the possibility of then setting up a

Working Group.

Ward Member Update

Clir J Hall provided an update on behalf of all 3 Borough Councillors in our area who are working closely
together to cover the work load, casework, committees, meetings and events.

Pressure continues to be put on RMBC to maintain and provide services for Dinnington residents. Work
continues with stakeholders regarding the regeneration and pushing for accountability and meaningful

updates.

South Yorkshire Police are being lobbied for greater visibility, anti social behaviour continues to be
reported.

Community Action Partnership (CAP) meetings are attended on a regular basis.

Casework has been carried out with families on school admissions, reporting overflowing bins, signage and
pavement repairs are reported to RMBC's relevant departments.

To consider the Terms of Reference for Committees and sub-committees of the Council for 2025/26

(A) Neighbourhood Plan Committee
Resolved: Council resolved to accept the Terms of Reference for the Neighbourhood Plan Committee

(B) Emergency Response Committee
Resolved: Council resolved to accept the Terms of Reference for the Emergency Response
Committee with an amendment to be made under the heading ‘Documentation’. It is felt that as there is
now increased availability in Council Admin staff, a member of staff should be available to take the
minutes at the meeting. This then leaves Councillors available to concentrate on taking part in the

meeting.

(C) Staffing and Complaints Committee
Resolved: Council resolved to accept the Terms of Reference for the Staffing and Complaints

Committee with an amendment to be made under the heading ‘Roles and Responsibilities’. It was
agreed to amend the order listed to better reflect the process.

(D) Lyric Committee
Resolved: Council resolved to accept the Terms of Reference for the Lyric Committee with an

amendment to be made under the heading ‘Documentation’. It is felt that as there is now increased
availability in Council Admin staff, a member of staff should be available to take the minutes at the
meeting. This then leaves Councillors available to concentrate on taking part in the meeting.

(E) Community Committee
Resolved: Council resolved to accept the Terms of Reference for the Community Committee with an

amendment to be made under the heading ‘Documentation’. It is felt that as there is now increased
availability in Council Admin staff, a member of staff should be available to take the minutes at the
meeting. This then leaves Councillors available to concentrate on taking part in the meeting.
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89/25

90/25

91/25

92/25

To appoint members to the Committees and sub-committees for 2025/26

{A) Neighbourhood Plan Committee
Resolved: Council resolved unanimously to maintain the current membership of the Neighbourhood

Plan Committee
(B) Emergency Response Committee
Resolved: Council resolved unanimously to maintain the current membership of the Emergency

Response Committee

(C) Staffing and Complaints Committee
Resolved: Council resolved unanimously to maintain the current membership with the of the Staffing

and Complaints Committee but with the addition of Cllr J Hart. Having checked the Terms of Reference
for the Staffing and Complaints Committee there is no limit on membership numbers.

(D) Lyric Committee
Resolved: Council resolved unanimously to maintain the current membership of the Lyric Committee

(E) Community Committee
Resolved: Council resolved to maintain the current membership of the Community Committee

although Clir Scriven and Clir Cruickshanks did request to join the committee. Having checked the
Terms of Reference for this committee it is at full capacity on 7 members.

The Chair then requested updates regarding the Working Groups. The Twin Town Working Group has sent
a letter to the Mayor or Lens and is waiting on a reply.

The Newsletter and Website Working Group is due to meet Wednesday 14t May,

Both Working Groups are to provide a full update to Council as the next Town Council Meeting.

To receive and approve the Standing Orders for 2025/26

The Clerk updated Councillors on the updates provided by YLCA and NALC. A Councillor requested an
additional meeting to look into the Standing Orders in greater detail.

Resolved: Council resolved to defer approving the Standing Orders for 2025/2026 until the next Town
Council meeting.

To receive and approve the Financial Regulations for 2025/26
Resolved: The Council resolved to approve the Financial Regulations for 2025/26

To nominate or appoint members to external committees for 2025/26

(A) YLCA Branch Meeting
No nominations were received so no vote taken

{B) RMBC Joint Working Group
No current vacancies so no vote taken

(C) RMBC Community Action Partnership
Resolved: Council resolved that Clir D Smith continue as the representative for the RMBC Community

Action Partnership

(D) RMBC Standards and Ethics Committee
Resolved: Council resolved that Clir J Hart be nominated as the representative for the RMBC

Standards and Ethics Committee.

(E) RMBC Transport Advisory Group
Resolved: Council resolved that Clir J Hart continue as the representative for the RMBC Transport

Advisory Group.

(F) On Path — Community Panel
Resolved: Council resolved that Clir G Cruickshanks and Cilr D Scriven be nominated as the

representatives for the On Path Community Panel.
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93/25 To review the Council’'s and/or staff subscriptions to other bodies

Councillors received and noted the Council’s and/or staff subscriptions to ICO, YLCA and SLCC.

94/25 To review the Council’s complaint procedure and consider any further action

The Clerk shared with the Council that the contact details have been updated but the policy remains
unchanged.

Resolved: The Council resolved to agree an amendment to the Complaint Procedure, that the subject of a
complaint will also be formally notified of any investigation/resolution in addition to the complainant within 7

working days.
95/25 To review the Council’s Press/Media policy and consider any further action

The Clerk advised Councillors that there was no official policy in place so was presenting one for
consideration.

Resolved: Councillors resolved to accept the drafted Press/Media policy.

96/25 For Members consideration and decisions:

(A) To receive an update in regard to Charity of the year 2025/26
The Assistant Clerk confirmed that the Charity of the Year has been advertised by posters in the
window, Facebook posts and to go on the Council website.
A couple of applications have already been received and further applicants have until the end of this
month.

(B) To receive an update in relation to the ongoing SYMCA Bus Transport (Jean Hart)
Clir J Hart provided Councillors with an update on the bus franchising scheme. There was an 87%
approval of the proposed scheme followed by a number of public announcements by SYMCA. As
SYMCA is still in the process of establishing teams and workstreams there is little further information
at this point.
There will be further consultations to establish Committees and Clir Hart has stated DSJTC will be

represented at all stages.
The scheme is in it's early days but needs to be monitored to ensure the council’s participation.

97/25 General Matters

(A) RMBC Dinnington Regeneration update
Previously discussed — no further information

(B) Neighbourhood Plan Committee update
Previously updated in the Chairs report — no further information

(C) Emergency Response Committee update
No update

(D) Staffing and Complaints Committee update
No update

(E) Lyric Committee update
Clir W Hall updated Councillors that the committee have now held 2 meetings. Previously, there was

no breakdown of the Lyrics accounts produced but this has now been requested and will be ongoing.
The Lyric is financially supported by taxpayers but it is hoped to make the Lyric more profitable.
Councillors have taken part in customer journeys and feel that signage to the outside of the building
needs improvements to ensure that the Lyric is more visible. The committee are also planning on
completing competitor visits to other similar venues for ideas to improve.

/
Wi/
Chairman Signature: L 6of7



(F) Community Committee update
The Clerk updated Councillors on behalf of the Community Committee. The committee met and

ratified the decisions made by the Community Working Group. Regular meetings are being held at
the Rugby Club finalising preparations for the Summer Carnival on 215t June.

(G) Working Group updates
No update

98/25 To determine the time and place of ordinary meetings of the Council up to and
including the next annual meeting of the Council

Resolved: Council resolved to accept the time and place of ordinary meetings.

Meeting closed at 20.30 hours
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